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Welcome to First Lutheran!  
We are so pleased that you have joined us today.  If you need help with anything, please do not 
hesitate to ask your fellow online participants. You can visit our website for more information. 
 
First Time     
New to digital worship? Us, too! There may be some hiccups as we learn, but we will hold one 
another with grace and love. Each week we’ll learn from last week’s mistakes and try again.  
 
Your offering 
Your presence with us today is a gift. There will be a collection today during service. If you are 
a visitor do not feel that you have to give a monetary offering. If you choose to do so, details for 
giving can be found during the offering. 
 
Affirmation of Welcome 
First Lutheran Church is called to the ministry of reconciliation. We embrace as a gift the 
diversity of our neighborhood and the world. We celebrate our human family’s diversity of 
sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, marital 
status, physical and mental ability, and education. We affirm that all people are created in the 
image of God and as beloved children of God, all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We 
welcome the full inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of First Lutheran as we 
journey toward reconciliation through Christ.  We specifically welcome people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities.     We recognize that there are differences among us, but 
believe that we can love alike even though we may not think alike. We proclaim this statement 
of welcome to all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the church and 
society.  We invite all people to join us in our faith journey toward greater love, understanding, 
and mutual respect.                            
 
Facilities 
In our church building we have two single stall gender neutral restrooms in the downstairs. 
There is also a nursery area (including a rocking chair and changing table) for parents to spend 

http://firstlutheranmalden.org/


 

 

time with young children; however, we welcome children of all volume and activity levels in 
worship itself! Should you visit in person, they’re available for your use. 
 
Communion 
When we meet in person, we have communion every Sunday, and everyone is welcome. You do 
not need to be a member or a baptized Christian. We believe that the table belongs to Jesus 
Christ, so you are always welcome here. Gluten free options are available, as well as wine and 
grape juice.      
 

Stay in touch! 
Instagram: @firstlutheranmalden   Twitter: @lutheranmalden 
Facebook: facebook.com/firstlutheranmalden   Newsletter: Sign up                                    

https://www.instagram.com/firstlutheranmalden/
https://www.instagram.com/firstlutheranmalden/
https://twitter.com/LutheranMalden
http://www.facebook.com/firstlutheranmalden
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001scEtpxc1QE1FQW-7aorwmTbwUzktfXg-


 

 

GATHERING MUSIC  Yun Lee 
 
 
WELCOME 
(Please note, that parts spoken by the congregation are in bold print; 
 all text in regular type is spoken by the assisting or presiding minister.) 
 
 
    
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins . 
 
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
     who alone does wonders, 
     who lifts up the lowly, 
     who fills the hungry with good things. 
C: Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  God for whom we wait, 
      in the presence of one another, 
 
C:  we confess our sin before you. 
      We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
      We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
      We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
      We fear those different from ourselves. 
      We forget that we are your children 
      and turn away from your love. 
      Forgive us, Blessed One, 
      and assure us again of your saving grace. 
      Amen. 
 
P:   God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
      Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩your sins are forgiven. 
       You are children of the Most High, 
       inheritors of the eternal promise, 
       and recipients of divine mercy. 
       God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
       Amen. 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN                 
#264 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 



 

 

GATHERING RITE                             
       

 
 
 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING AND PRAYER                     
 
AM:  We praise you, O God,  
          for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.   
          As we light the candles on this wreath, 
          kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, 
          that we may be light shining in the darkness.   
          Enlighten us with your grace,  
          that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us.   
          Grant this through Christ our Lord,  
           whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.   
      C: Amen. 



 

 

 
GREETING 
 
P:   The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
       and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 

KYRIE 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 AM: The Lord be with you. 
    C:  And also with you. 
 
AM:    Stir up our hearts, Lord God, 
    C:    to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the  
            world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
            who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
            Amen. 
 
    
             

 
 
 



 

 

FIRST READING                    Malachi 3:1-4 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears?  
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 
L:  Word of God.  Word of Life.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
PSALM                   Luke 1:68-79 
Spoken responsively 
 
68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and | set them free. 
69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your | servant David.  
70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from our enemies, 
  71from the hands of | all who hate us, 
72to show mercy | to our forebears, 
  and to remember your | holy covenant. 
73This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 
  74to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 
 free to worship you | without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life.  
76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 
77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 
  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
78In the tender compassion | of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace.  
 



 

 

SECOND READING                 Philippians 1:3-11 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of 
my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, 
how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that 
your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God. 
 
L:  Word of God.  Word of Life.  
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST   Luke 3:1-6 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 3rd Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into 
all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME                Reverend Emily Hamilton 
 

 
REFLECTION           Reverend Emily Hamilton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
#249 On Jordan's Banks the Baptist's Cry 

 
 



 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 

Assisting Minister ends each petition with…  “Hear us, O God” 
Everyone responds  by saying…  “Your mercy is great.” 
 

 

Ted, Rolf, Peter, Merial, Nancy, Richard, Elinor, Liesl, Dorothy, Jill, Robert,  
Donna R, Ellen, Lee, Jim, Mark and Julie, Eric, Edda, Kieran, Susan and Chuck, Elliott,  
Sal and Bev, Ernst, Willy, John, Keisha, Patrick, Mandy, Lorelai, Cheryl, Anna S, James, 
Maria R, Kathy, Dick Z., Kate, Nico, McKenna, Marilyn, Deb F. 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

TEMPLE TALK 
 
   
OFFERING AND OFFERTORY MUSIC  
 

To make an offering, you can give through PayPal,  
through Vanco’s “Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement" app,  

or by mailing a donation to: 
 First Lutheran Church, 62 Church St, Malden MA 02148. 

 
 
 
                                        

                   
 
 
 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=UKM6FFWJEDFQU&source=url


 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 
AM: Let us pray together.  
   C: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
        to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this  
        simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.  Amen. 

 
 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
        P:        The Lord be with you. 
        C:        And also with you. 
  
        P:       Lift up your hearts. 
        C:       We lift them to the Lord. 
 
         P:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
         C:     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SANCTUS 
…and so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join the 
unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
All are invited to partake in Holy Communion from their seats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
 

COLLECT OF LONGING 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
AM:  Let us pray together. 
    C:  Most high God, you have come among us at this table. 
          By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of  your word, 
          sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
          through Jesus, our host and our guest.  Amen. 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 



 

 

SENDING HYMN                   #256 Comfort, Comfort Now My People          

               



 

 

SENDING 

 
AM: Go in peace, Christ is near. 
   C:  Thanks be to God! 
AM:  Please share a sign of peace with one another.                          
 
 
 
Those serving worship this morning:                   Those serving worship next week: 
 Pastor  -  Rev. Emily Hamilton                                      Pastor – Rev. Emily Hamilton 
 Music Director – Yukiko Shimazaki                            Music Director  - Yun Lee 
Ministers – All God’s People                                           Ministers -  All God’s People 
Assisting Minister -  Donna Kerry                                Assisting Minister – Joan Rossi 
 Lector – Bruce Norskog                                                  Lector – Bruce Norskog 
Ushers –   Doug Steininger                                              Ushers – George  Brickley 
Greeters –   George Brickley                                           Greeters – Doug Steininger 
Altar Guild – Cindy Brickley                                            Altar Guild – Donna Kerry 
In-Person Zoom Administrator – Rich Douglas       In-Person Zoom  Administrator - Rich Douglas 
Zoom Administrator – TBD                                            Zoom Administrator – TBD 
Zoom Slides – Anne DiSciullo                                         Zoom Slides – TBD 
 
 

 
Announcements 

Sunday School 
Sunday School for children ages 4 and up meets via Zoom on the first and second Sunday of the 
month. Supplies are provided.   If you'd like to learn more about our Sunday School program, please 
contact the church office. 
 
Hot Water Heater 
We raised a total of $495 toward the hot water heater! Thank you so much for your 
generosity and helping keep our church functioning well! 
 
Bread of Life 
Currently, Janet Lundstrom and Lila Brickley are shopping and preparing take out meals on the 4th 
Friday of each month.  Anne DiScuillo is handling delivery of donated goods to the BOL pantry. 
When sit down indoor meals begin in earnest, we will ask for volunteers to serve them. Stay tuned! 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Special Appeal - New Computer for the office 
Annette is working on a very old computer that desperately needs to be updated. The cost 
of a new computer will be $2,000. We are holding a special appeal during the month of 
December to cover this cost. A generous donor has pledged to match donations up to 
$1,000! If you donate $50 that automatically gets matched and becomes $100. A computer 
in good working order is vital to the business of the Church. Please prayerfully consider if 
you can help toward this goal. Thank you! 
 
Altar Flowers 
If you would like to order altar flowers in memory or in honor of a loved one, please contact the 
church office for available Sundays.   The cost of the flowers is $30.00 for two vases. 
 
Christmas Flowers 
This  year we will welcome the Christ child into our midst with gifts that will purchase food for 
those in need and Christmas Poinsettias that will decorate the sanctuary.   If you would like to 
donate  or purchase a poinsettia, complete the form and drop it into the collection plate or return it 
to the church office.    The deadline is Sunday, December 19th.   All those contributing will be listed 
in the Christmas bulletins. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


