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Welcome to First Lutheran! 
We are so pleased that you have joined us today. If you need help with anything, please do not                   
hesitate to ask your fellow online participants. You can visit our website for more information. 
 
First Time     
New to digital worship? Us, too! There may be some hiccups as we learn, but we will hold one 
another with grace and love. Each week we’ll learn from last week’s mistakes and try again.  
 
Your offering 
Your presence with us today is a gift. There will be a collection today during service. If you are 
a visitor do not feel that you have to give a monetary offering. If you choose to do so, details for 
giving can be found during the offering. 
 
Affirmation of Welcome 
First Lutheran Church is called to the ministry of reconciliation. We embrace as a gift the 
diversity of our neighborhood and the world. We celebrate our human family’s diversity of 
sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, marital 
status, physical and mental ability, and education. We affirm that all people are created in the 
image of God and as beloved children of God, all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We 
welcome the full inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of First Lutheran as we 
journey toward reconciliation through Christ.  We specifically welcome people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities.     We recognize that there are differences among us, but 
believe that we can love alike even though we may not think alike. We proclaim this statement 
of welcome to all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the church and 
society.  We invite all people to join us in our faith journey toward greater love, understanding, 
and mutual respect.                            
 
Facilities 
In our church building we have two single stall gender neutral restrooms in the downstairs. 
There is also a nursery area (including a rocking chair and changing table) for parents to spend 
time with young children; however, we welcome children of all volume and activity levels in 
worship itself! Should you visit in person, they’re available for your use. 
 
Communion 
When we meet in person, we have communion every Sunday, and everyone is welcome. You do 
not need to be a member or a baptized Christian. We believe that the table belongs to Jesus 
Christ, so you are always welcome here. Gluten free options are available, as well as wine and 
grape juice.      
 
Stay in touch! 
Instagram: @firstlutheranmalden Twitter: @lutheranmalden 
Facebook: facebook.com/firstlutheranmalden  Newsletter: Sign up  

http://firstlutheranmalden.org/
https://www.instagram.com/firstlutheranmalden/
https://twitter.com/LutheranMalden
http://www.facebook.com/firstlutheranmalden
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001scEtpxc1QE1FQW-7aorwmTbwUzktfXg-


 
GATHERING MUSIC     Yun Lee 
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
 as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.  
We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
  

 



 
GATHERING                #242 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 

 
 



 
CANDLE LIGHTING AND PRAYER  
 
We praise you, O God,  
for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.  
As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep,  
that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. 
Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord,  
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
Amen. 
 
The people sing verse 1 while the first candle is lit. 
 

 

 



 

 
GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
  

 



 
KYRIE  

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 AM:   The Lord be with you. 
    C:    And also with you. 
 
AM:    Stir up your power, Lord Christ, 
    C:    and come.  
            By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins,  
            and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign  
            with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 
 
  

 



 
FIRST READING                                       Isaiah 64:1-9 
 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
L:  Word of God.    Word of Life.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

 



 
PSALMSODY                                            Psalm  80:1-7, 17-19 
Sung responsively 
 

 
 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
4O LORD| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself.  
18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
SECOND READING                                  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 
you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship 
of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
L:Word of God.  Word of Life.   
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST                    Mark 13:24-37 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 13th Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,  
 the sun will be darkened, 
  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth 
its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It 
is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each 
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME      Rev. Emily Hamilton 
 
REFLECTION     Rev. Emily Hamilton 
 
 
 
  

 



 
HYMN OF THE DAY                              #245 Creator of the Stars of Night 
 

 
 

 



 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

A worship leader will read the prayers of the people, then invite you to share your own 
prayers, whether aloud, silently, or typed into the chat boxes on Facebook and Zoom. 

 
Ted, Rolf, Peter, Merial, Anna, Judy, Bill, Nancy, Richard, Elinor, Liesl, Randy, Carl and 
Dorothy, Jill, Robert, Donna R, Ellen, Lee, Jim, Mark and Julie, Eric, Edda, Kieran, Gene, 
Susan and Chuck, Elliott, Lilla, Sal, Ernst, Willy, Heidi, family of Doug K., John,  Audrey, 
Madelyn, Burt and Don’s family, Keisha, family of Frank. 
 
OFFERING AND OFFERTORY MUSIC  
 

To make an offering, you can give through PayPal,  
through Vanco’s “GivePlus” app, or by mailing a donation to: 

 First Lutheran Church, 62 Church St, Malden MA 02148. 
 

                                               #247 Come Now O Prince of Peace 
                                           Verses 1 and 2 

 

 
  

 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=UKM6FFWJEDFQU&source=url
https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/


 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 
AM: Let us pray together.  
   C: Holy God, the earth is yours and everything in it,  
       yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures.  
       Come among us now in these gifts we gather, 
       and strengthen us to be your body for the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
       Amen. 
 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
P: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:  
      you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos,  

and brought life into being.  
For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 
P: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: 
 freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey,  

a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 
      For your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 
P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:  
      forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death,  

the way of your self-giving love.  
For your Word of life, O God, 

C: we give you thanks and praise. 
 
P:   Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us:  

renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love,  
for the sake of a world in need.  
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

 



 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
The people sing in response: 

 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



 
SENDING HYMN                 #244 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 
 



 
SENDING 
 
AM: Go in peace, remember the sick and the poor. 
   C:  Thanks be to God! 
AM: Please share a sign of peace with one another.  
 
Those serving worship this morning: Those serving worship next week: 
Pastor  -  Rev. Emily Hamilton Pastor – Rev. Emily Hamilton 
Music Director – Yun Lee Music Director  - Yun Lee 
Ministers – All God’s People Ministers -  All God’s People  
Assisting Minister – Bruce Norskog Assisting Ministers – Maria 
Sundquist 
Lector –  Donna Kerry Lector  –  George Brickley 
Zoom Administrator – Jo Williams Zoom Administrator – Jo Williams 
Slide Presenter – Heather Kunst Slide Presenter –   Heather Kunst 
  
  
Find us online! 
Instagram: firstlutheranmalden 
Twitter: @LutheranMalden 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstlutheranmalden/ 
Sign up for our weekly email: http://bit.ly/flcenews 
 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 ONE LICENSE #A-728672. All rights reserved. 
 
 

 
  

 

http://bit.ly/flcenews


 
Announcements 

Sunday School 
Sunday School is back! Children ages 4 and up meet on the 1st and 2nd Sunday of the month in a                     
virtual classroom. Contact the church office for more information. 
 
Directory of Members and Friends 
Our directory of members and friends has been updated. Copies of the directory were mailed out                
last week.   If you haven’t received a copy please contact the church office.  
 
Thank You! 
Thank you to all who donated toward the Salemwood School Coat (Gift Card) drive. We raised $475 
worth of gift cards! In this incredibly difficult time, it is amazing to see the members of our Church 
continuing to think of others. Thank you! 
 
Adult Education 
Women of Valor is back for the winter! Join us on Wednesdays 11/25, 12/2, 12/9, and 12/16 at 
7pm as we spend time with Mary of Magdala, Mary mother of Jesus, Women of Acts and Women of 
the Epistles. Our log-in information will be the same as Sunday morning worship. People of all 
gender identities and expressions are welcome. 
 
Ukulele Ministry 
Ukulele classes are gearing up for the fall. For now, we will meet via Zoom on Tuesdays from 
6-6:45pm, September 8 - December 8. If you know a child in grades 3-8 who might be interested, 
send them to our website! If you'd like to volunteer with our classes, please contact Janet 
Lundstrom or Pastor Emily. 
 
Standing with Immigrants 
Hope for the Holidays: TODAY at 11:30am, join us after worship as we write Christmas cards with 
messages of hope and solidarity for migrants in detention centers. This year our work is especially 
important. The coronavirus pandemic has intensified the isolation faced by our immigrant friends 
by indefinitely postponing visits from their families and from volunteers in their communities. your 
messages of hope will remind them that they are not forgotten during the holiday season. 
 
Christmas Flowers 
If you would like to order a Christmas poinsettia in honor or memory of a loved one to adorn our 
sanctuary during the Christmas season, complete the form in the bulletin and send it to the church 
office by Sunday, December 20th, or call or email the church office directly. The names will be 
included in the bulletins for the Christmas services.  Funds raised above the cost of flowers will 
support the church's Emergency Support Fund. Contact the church office if you have any questions. 
 
 
 

  

 



 
Constitution Update: This year at the annual meeting we will vote on an updated version of our 
constitution. The new language is available on our website and in the e-news. We have updated the 
constitution to be in conformity with the changes made by the 2016 and 2019 Churchwide 
Assemblies, and council recommends the following additional changes: 

 
 

               C10.04. 15% of the current voting member roster shall constitute a quorum. 
 

Note: the New England Synod Council will not accept constitutions with a 
quorum higher than 15%. 
 
C10.08. This congregation may hold meetings by remote communication, including 
electronically and by telephone conference, as long as there is an opportunity for 
simultaneous aural communication. To the extent permitted by state law, notice of all 
meetings may be provided electronically. 
 
C12.01. The voting membership of the Congregation Council shall consist of the           
minister of Word and Sacrament, the officers of this congregation, not more than 12              
nor fewer than 7 members of this congregation, at least one of whom is              
recommended to be a youth (a confirmed person under 18) or young adult (post-high              
school individuals between the ages of 18 and 30). This may or may not include the                
Treasurer. Any voting member of this congregation may be elected, subject only to the              
limitation on the length of continuous service permitted in that office. A member’s             
place on the Congregation Council shall be declared vacant if the member a) ceases to               
be a voting member of this congregation or b) is absent from four successive regular               
meetings of the Congregation Council without cause. Consistent with the laws of the             
state in which this congregation is incorporated, this congregation may adopt           
procedures for the removal of a member of the Congregation Council in other             
circumstances. 
C12.02. The members of the Congregation Council except the minister of Word and            
Sacrament shall be elected by the Congregation to serve for two years or until their               
successors are elected. Such members shall be eligible to serve no more than two full               
terms consecutively. Their terms shall begin at the close of the annual meeting at which               
they are elected. 
 

Note: our congregational council recommended lowering the minimum number         
of council members to 7 and shortening the length of a council term from 3 years to                 
2 years.  

 


