Welcome to First Lutheran Church

Sunday, November 15, 2020
Time after Pentecost

Welcome to First Lutheran!
We are so pleased that you have joined us today. If you need help with anything, please do not
hesitate to ask your fellow online participants. You can visit our website for more information.
First Time
New to digital worship? Us, too! There may be some hiccups as we learn, but we will hold one
another with grace and love. Each week we’ll learn from last week’s mistakes and try again.
Your offering
Your presence with us today is a gift. There will be a collection today during service. If you are
a visitor do not feel that you have to give a monetary offering. If you choose to do so, details for
giving can be found during the offering.
Affirmation of Welcome
First Lutheran Church is called to the ministry of reconciliation. We embrace as a gift the
diversity of our neighborhood and the world. We celebrate our human family’s diversity of
sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, marital
status, physical and mental ability, and education. We affirm that all people are created in the
image of God and as beloved children of God, all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We
welcome the full inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of First Lutheran as we
journey toward reconciliation through Christ. We specifically welcome people of all sexual
orientations and gender identities.  We recognize that there are differences among us, but
believe that we can love alike even though we may not think alike. We proclaim this statement
of welcome to all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the church and
society. We invite all people to join us in our faith journey toward greater love, understanding,
and mutual respect.
Facilities
In our church building we have two single stall gender neutral restrooms in the downstairs.
There is also a nursery area (including a rocking chair and changing table) for parents to spend
time with young children; however, we welcome children of all volume and activity levels in
worship itself! Should you visit in person, they’re available for your use.
Communion
When we meet in person, we have communion every Sunday, and everyone is welcome. You do
not need to be a member or a baptized Christian. We believe that the table belongs to Jesus
Christ, so you are always welcome here. Gluten free options are available, as well as wine and
grape juice.

Stay in touch!

Instagram: @firstlutheranmalden
Facebook: facebook.com/firstlutheranmalden

Twitter: @lutheranmalden
Newsletter: Sign up

GATHERING MUSIC

Yun Lee

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C: Amen.
P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Reconciling God,
C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
P: Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

GATHERING

#693 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
AM: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

AM: Righteous God,
C: our merciful master,
you own the earth and all its peoples,
and you give us all that we have.
Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom,
and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING
7
Be silent before the Lord GOD!
For the day of the LORD is at hand;
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated his guests.

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and I will punish the people
who rest complacently on their dregs,
those who say in their hearts,
“The LORD will not do good,
nor will he do harm.”
13
 Their wealth shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.
12

 The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter,
the warrior cries aloud there.
15
 That day will be a day of wrath,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
16
 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.
14

 I will bring such distress upon people
that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the LORD,
their blood shall be poured out like dust,
and their flesh like dung.
18
 Neither their silver nor their gold
17

will be able to save them
on the day of the LORD’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion
the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end
he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God

PSALMODY

Psalm 90:1-12

Lord, you have | been our refuge
from one generation | to another.
2
Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth were born,
from age to age |  you are God.
3
You turn us back to the |  dust and say,
“Turn back, O child- |  ren of earth.”
4
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when |  it is past
and like a watch |  in the night;
5
you sweep them away |  like a dream,
they fade away suddenly |  like the grass:
6
in the morning it is |  green and flourishes;
in the evening it is dried |  up and withered.
7
For we are consumed |  by your anger;
we are afraid because |  of your wrath.
8
Our iniquities you have |  set before you,
and our secret sins in the light |  of your countenance.
9
When you are angry, all our |  days are gone;
we bring our years to an end |  like a sigh.
10
The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength |  even eighty;
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and | we
are gone.
1

Who regards the power | of your wrath?
Who rightly fears your | indignation?
12
So teach us to num- |  ber our days
that we may apply our |  hearts to wisdom.
11

SECOND READING

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there
will be no escape! 4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a
thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness. 6 So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;
7
for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since
we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10
 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or
asleep we may live with him. 11
 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other,
as indeed you are doing.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
1

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST

Matthew 25:14-30

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his
slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15
 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16
 The one who had
received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents.
17
In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18
 But the one
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
money. 19
 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.
20
Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents,
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21
 His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a
few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22
 And
the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23
 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24
 Then the one who had received the one
talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25
 so I was afraid, and I went
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26
 But his master replied,
‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather
where I did not scatter? 27
 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and
on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28
 So take the talent
from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29
 For to all those who have, more will
be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what
they have will be taken away. 30
 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Rev. Emily Hamilton

REFLECTION

Rev. Emily Hamilton

HYMN OF THE DAY

#670 Build Us Up, Lord

APOSTLE’S CREED
P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
A worship leader will read the prayers of the people, then invite you to share your own
prayers, whether aloud, silently, or typed into the chat boxes on Facebook and Zoom.
Ted, Rolf, Peter, M
 erial, A
 nna, Judy, Bill, N
 ancy, Richard, Elinor, L
 iesl, Randy, C
 arl and
Dorothy, J ill, Robert, Donna R, Ellen, Lee, Jim, Mark and Julie, Eric, Edda, Kieran, Gene,
Susan and Chuck, Elliott, Kristine, Lilla, Sal, Ernst. Willy, Heidi, Doug, John, Audrey,
Madelyn, Burt and Don’s family

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY MUSIC
To make an offering, you can give through PayPal,
through Vanco’s “G
 ivePlus” app, or by mailing a donation to:
First Lutheran Church, 62 Church St, Malden MA 02148.

Glory to God
by Paul Vasile

OFFERTORY PRAYER
AM: Let us pray together.
C: Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration,
but you make of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives.
Feed us again at this table for service in your name,
in the strength of the risen Christ.  Amen.

STEWARDSHIP: ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER
Blessing of the 2021 pledges

Thanksgiving for the Word
P: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos,
and brought life into being.
For your Word of life, O God,
C: we give you thanks and praise.
P: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey,
a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.
For your Word of life, O God,
C: we give you thanks and praise.
P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death,
the way of your self-giving love.
For your Word of life, O God,
C: we give you thanks and praise.
P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us:
renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love,
for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN

#633 We’ve Come This Far by Faith

SENDING
AM: Go in peace, remember the sick and the poor.
C: Thanks be to God!
AM: Please share a sign of peace with one another.
Those serving worship this morning:
Pastor - Rev. Emily Hamilton
Music Director – Yun Lee
Ministers – All God’s People
Assisting Minister – Donna Kerry
Lector – Sandra Eriksson-Ellis
Zoom Administrator – Maria Sundquist
Slide Presenter – Heather Kunst

Those serving worship next week:
Pastor – Rev. Emily Hamilton
Music Director - Yun Lee
Ministers - All God’s People
Assisting Ministers – Mark Melhorn
Lector – Joan Rossi
Zoom Administrator – Jo Williams
Slide Presenter – Heather Kunst

Announcements

Sunday School
Sunday School is back! Children ages 4 and up meet on the 1st and 2nd Sunday of the
month in a virtual classroom. Contact the church office for more information.
Thank You!
Thank you to all who donated toward the Salemwood School Coat (Gift Card) drive. We
raised $475 worth of gift cards! In this incredibly difficult time, it is amazing to see the
members of our Church continuing to think of others. Thank you!
Adult Education
Women of Valor is back for the winter! Join us on Wednesdays 11/25, 12/2, 12/9, and
12/16 at 7pm as we spend time with Mary of Magdala, Mary mother of Jesus, Women of
Acts and Women of the Epistles. Our log-in information will be the same as Sunday
morning worship. People of all gender identities and expressions are welcome.
Ukulele Ministry
Ukulele classes are gearing up for the fall. For now, we will meet via Zoom on Tuesdays
from 6-6:45pm, September 8 - December 8. If you know a child in grades 3-8 who might be
interested, send them to our website! If you'd like to volunteer with our classes, please
contact Janet Lundstrom or Pastor Emily.

