Welcome to First Lutheran Church

Sunday, September 20, 2020
Time After Pentecost

Welcome to First Lutheran!
We are so pleased that you have joined us today. If you need help with anything, please do not
hesitate to ask your fellow online participants. You can visit our website for more information.
First Time
New to digital worship? Us, too! There may be some hiccups as we learn, but we will hold one
another with grace and love. Each week we’ll learn from last week’s mistakes and try again.
Your offering
Your presence with us today is a gift. There will be a collection today during service. If you are
a visitor do not feel that you have to give a monetary offering. If you choose to do so, details for
giving can be found during the offering.
Affirmation of Welcome
First Lutheran Church is called to the ministry of reconciliation. We embrace as a gift the
diversity of our neighborhood and the world. We celebrate our human family’s diversity of
sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, marital
status, physical and mental ability, and education. We affirm that all people are created in the
image of God and as beloved children of God, all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We
welcome the full inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of First Lutheran as we
journey toward reconciliation through Christ. We specifically welcome people of all sexual
orientations and gender identities.  We recognize that there are differences among us, but
believe that we can love alike even though we may not think alike. We proclaim this statement
of welcome to all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the church and
society. We invite all people to join us in our faith journey toward greater love, understanding,
and mutual respect.
Facilities
In our church building we have two single stall gender neutral restrooms in the downstairs.
There is also a nursery area (including a rocking chair and changing table) for parents to spend
time with young children; however, we welcome children of all volume and activity levels in
worship itself! Should you visit in person, they’re available for your use.
Communion
When we meet in person, we have communion every Sunday, and everyone is welcome. You do
not need to be a member or a baptized Christian. We believe that the table belongs to Jesus
Christ, so you are always welcome here. Gluten free options are available, as well as wine and
grape juice.

Stay in touch!

Instagram: @firstlutheranmalden
Facebook: facebook.com/firstlutheranmalden

Twitter: @lutheranmalden
Newsletter: Sign up

GATHERING MUSIC

Yun Lee

WELCOME
BAPTISM OF HAIDEN OLIVIA RIEHLE
You may follow along with the Rite on Page 227 of the ELW Hymnal.
The congregation is invited to join in confessing the Apostle’s Creed.
Immediately after the baptism, the congregation responds,
C: You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia!
Finally, the representative of the congregation will say, “Let us welcome the newly baptized.”
The congregation responds,
C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world.

GATHERING

TFF #263 Welcome Table

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
AM: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

AM: Almighty God,
C:  you show perpetual loving kindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment,
and train us to embody the generosity of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING
Jonah 3:10--4:11
10
When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and
he did not do it.
4:1
 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD
and said, “O LO RD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I
fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3 And now,
O LO RD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD
said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of
the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see
what would become of the city.
6
 The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it
withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for
me to die than to live.”
9
 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes,
angry enough to die.” 10
 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which
you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in
a night. 11
 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are
more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from
their left, and also many animals?”
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God

PSALMODY

PSALMODY

Psalm 145:1-8

I will exalt you, my | God and king,
and bless your name forev- |  er and ever.
2
 Every day |  will I bless you
and praise your name forev- |  er and ever.
3
 Great is the LORD and greatly |  to be praised!
There is no end |  to your greatness.
4
 One generation shall praise your works |  to another
and shall de- |  clare your power.
5
 I will speak of the glorious splendor |  of your majesty
and all your |  marvelous works.
6
 They shall tell of the might of your |  wondrous acts,
and I will re- |  count your greatness.
7
 They shall publish the remembrance of |  your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully |  of your righteousness.
8
 The LORD is gracious and full |  of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in |  steadfast love.

1

SECOND READING

Philippians 1:21-30
21
 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23
 I am hard pressed between the
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24
 but to remain in the
flesh is more necessary for you. 25
 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26
 so that I may share abundantly
in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.
27
 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come
and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28
 and are in no way
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your
salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29
 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only
of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

 atthew 20:1-16
M
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 20th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went
out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle
all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into
the vineyard.’
8
When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10
 Now
when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received
the usual daily wage. 11
 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner,
12
saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13
 But he replied to one of them,

THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?
14
Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.
15
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because I am generous?’ 16
 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Rev. Emily Hamilton

REFLECTION

Rev. Emily Hamilton

HYMN OF THE DAY

#588 There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
A worship leader will read the prayers of the people, then invite you to share your own
prayers, whether aloud, silently, or typed into the chat boxes on Facebook and Zoom.
Ted, Rolf, Peter, M
 erial, Anna, Judy, Sky, Bill, N
 ancy, Richard, Elinor, L
 iesl, Randy, C
 arl,
Jill, Robert, Donna R, Ellen, Lee, Jim, Mark and Julie, Eric, Edda, Kieran, Gene, Susan,
Tim, Elliott, Kristine, Lilla, Sal, Ernst, family of Nancy.

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY MUSIC
Glory to God
by Paul Vasile

OFFERTORY PRAYER
AM: Let us pray together.
C: Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration,
but you make of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives.
Feed us again at this table for service in your name,
in the strength of the risen Christ.  Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word
P: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos,
and brought life into being.
For your Word of life, O God,
C: we give you thanks and praise.
P: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey,
a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.
For your Word of life, O God,
C: we give you thanks and praise.
P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death,
the way of your self-giving love.
For your Word of life, O God,
C: we give you thanks and praise.
P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us:
renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love,
for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN

#733 Great is Thy Faithfulness

SENDING
AM: Go in peace, remember the sick and the poor.
C: Thanks be to God!
AM: Please share a sign of peace with one another.

Those serving worship this morning:
Pastor - Rev. Emily Hamilton
Music Director – Yun Lee
Ministers – All God’s People
Assisting Minister – Mark Melhorn
Lector – George Brickley
Soloist – Rich Douglas
Zoom Administrator – Heather Kunst
Slide Presenter – Steve Rizzo

Those serving worship next week:
Pastor – Rev. Emily Hamilton
Music Director - Yun Lee
Ministers - All God’s People
Assisting Ministers - Joan Rossi
Lector – Sandra Eriksson-Ellis
Soloist - Rich Douglas
Zoom Administrator – Jo Williams
Slide Presenter – Steve Rizzo

Announcements
Sunday School
Sunday School is on summer break. To find out more about Sunday School this fall, please contact
the church office.
Salemwood School
Thank you to all who contributed to the grocery store gift card campaign for the Salemwood School.
We donated $495 in cards! During this most challenging of times, your extra effort to show the love
of the Church toward our neighbors is remarkable! Thank you!
Adult Education
The Christian Education team is excited to share our plans for this fall. We'll continue to meet on
Sundays at 1pm to reflect on and study the lectionary texts (the Bible verses for that Sunday), and
we'll have a two part series on "Women in the Bible."
Ukulele Ministry
Ukulele classes are gearing up for the fall. For now, we will meet via Zoom on Tuesdays from
6-6:45pm, September 8 - December 8. If you know a child in grades 3-8 who might be interested,
send them to our website! If you'd like to volunteer with our classes, please contact Janet
Lundstrom or Pastor Emily.
Loving One Another
Many thanks from Ingrid and Rolf for the phone calls! They mean the world to him and his family.
Please continue to stay in contact with Rolf in Maine. To contact him, call his room number:
207-216-9642. This phone has a better connection and volume control. If that doesn't work, you
can also try his cell phone: 617-462-5103. Thank you for sharing your love and God's love with Rolf
and Edda.
Gene Baldi is now living with his daughter Nancy. He has weathered multiple serious health scares.
Nancy's profession as a therapist has definitely contributed to his improvement! She even has him
folding clothes! If anyone would like to send him a card the address is:
Gene Baldi c/o Nancy Arabi-Nejad, 2 Scott Lane , Northboro, MA 01532

